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PREFACE

Hi there,

I’m happy to see that you’ve found my master thesis. 
This will be my finish line after five years of  studying 
at the Landscape Architect Programme at SLU, Alnarp.

During spring 2020 I came back from Canada after a 1,5 
years of  study break and the COVID-19 pandemic had 
just turned the whole world upside down. Still now, a 
year later, barely anything has gone back to what used to 
be normal. I’ve always been prepared for the possibility 
that writing my master thesis would be different from 
previous years at beautiful Alnarp. Furthermore, I was 
definitely not prepared to be writing the thesis with 
restrictions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic with 
closed schools and libraries and not being able to travel 
as before. Although I am more than happy to have had 
the opportunity to spend time with my family back 
home in Luleå, as well as having the support of  my 
closest friends in Malmö.

Due to the implications the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had on the world and how us humans interact in public 
spaces I’ve had to find new perspectives in my role as 
a landscape architect. Public urban spaces as well as 

access to greenery and nature areas has never been as 
important for people living in the cities as it is now. 
Restrictions and ”stay at home”- orders all over the 
world have absolutely put urban spaces in a new light. 
As landscape architects, we have the opportunity of  
designing spaces that could make a world of  difference 
in the quality of  life for millions of  people in times like 
these. As well as the ongoing climate change crisis, that 
desperately needs to be taken more seriously, landscape 
architects have the opportunity to prepare and adapt 
urban spaces for future challenges. 

During my five years at SLU, as well as internships 
and other experiences, I’ve realized that good design is 
about creating places where people feel anchored and 
connected to. Understanding the needs of  different 
people and at the same time accounting for other 
aspects like pandemics and climate change is where this 
thesis makes its starting point. 

I want to say thank you to my friends and family 
that have been supporting me and making these 
different times bright and enjoyable. 

A special thank you to Falköping municipality for 
making this thesis possible by allowing me to access 
the material used for the competition.
 
And of  course, a warm thank you to my supervisor 
Caroline that, despite only being able to have digital 
meetings, has given me brilliant supervision and 
support throughout this entire process. 



ABSTRACT

The year 2020 will be remembered as a year that both 
shook and changed our society completely when the 
COVID-19 pandemic spread and affected people all 
around the world. Never before in modern times have 
green urban public spaces been as important for both 
the citizens and for the environment. However, the 
pandemic is not the only contemporary crisis that is 
affecting the world. Global warming has devastating 
consequences all over the world with rising sea levels, 
increased bush fires, more frequent extreme weather 
and intense heat waves.

These contemporary issues are affecting both humanity 
and biodiversity and efforts to mitigate these issues. 
This master thesis focuses on the consequences these 
issues have for the urban city and how to mitigate 
them while making urban city centres inclusive and 
welcoming for citizens. 

An urban city center is meant to be inclusive and 
welcoming for all, no matter gender, background or age. 
Although, it is not always easy to satisfy everyone since 
people have different opinions and needs, and trying 
to achieve the goal of  making the city centre inclusive 
and welcoming for everyone may have negative effects 
on other aspects. An urban dilemma is defined as “two 

or more competing goals, such as stakeholder interest 
and related strategies which potentially fail to achieve 
their aims as implementing one strategy hampers or 
prevents the achievement of  another” (Riegler & 
Bylund 2020, p. 19). 
 
The aim of  this work is to create a robust and sustainable 
design proposal for Stora Torget in Falköping city 
center. A robust and sustainable design proposal means 
that it must be prepared for both contemporary and 
future crises such as pandemics and climate change. By 
defining Stora torget’s dilemmas, the Flex square was 
created.
 
The Flex square, or as we can call it, the flexible 
square, is designed to easily adapt to different needs 
and conditions, which could be different seasons, time 
of  the day, different groups like women, girls, children, 
youth, men, elderly or other sexual or ethical minorities. 
The Flex square is a place that is inclusive and safe for 
all, provides meeting points and privacy, greenery and 
recreation, a clear moving pattern whilst practicing 
social distancing, as well as includes sustainable 
adaptation measures to mitigate climate change.



SAMMANFATTNING

eller flera konkurrerande mål, såsom intressenters 
intresse och relaterade strategier som potentiellt 
misslyckas med att uppnå sina mål, eftersom en strategi 
hämmar eller förhindrar att en annan uppnås” (Riegler 
& Bylund 2020, s. 19).

Målet med detta arbete är att skapa en robust och hållbar 
gestaltning för Stora torget i Falköping centrum. En 
robust och hållbar gestaltning betyder att den måste vara 
förberedd för både nutida och framtida kriser, såsom 
pandemier och konsekvenser av klimatförändringar. 
Genom att definiera olika dilemman rörande Stora 
torget togs konceptet ”the Flex square” fram. 

The Flex square, eller det flexibla torget är designat 
för att enkelt kunna anpassas för olika behov 
och förutsättningar, såsom olika säsonger, tid på 
dagen, olika målgrupper såsom kvinnor, flickor, 
barn, ungdomar, män, äldre eller andra köns- eller 
kulturella minoriteter. The Flex square är en plats där 
alla ska känna sig inkluderade och trygga och som 
tillhandahåller; mötesplatser och avskildhet, grönska 
och rekreationsytor, tydliga rörelsemönster anpassade 
för social distansering liksom hållbara lösningar för att 
motverka och hantera klimatförändringar. 

Året 2020 kommer att bli ihågkommet som året 
som skakade om och förändrade samhället totalt när 
COVID-19 slog till och påverkade människor världen 
över. Urbana grönområden har aldrig i modern tid 
spelat en sådan viktig roll för människorna i staden. 
Däremot så är inte COVID-19 pandemin den enda  
kris som drabbar världen just nu. Klimatförändringar 
har under flera års tid drabbat jorden och orsakat 
katastrofer världen över med exempelvis höjda 
havsnivåer, extrema skogsbränder, mer frekventa 
extrema väder och intensiva värmeböljor. 

Dessa samtida problem påverkar både mänskligheten 
och biodiversiteten, vidare är behovet att mitigera dessa 
problem brådskande. Detta masterarbete fokuserar just 
på konsekvenserna av dessa samtida problem och hur 
det påverkar urbana publika platser i staden. 

Den urbana stadskärnan ska idealt vara en plats som 
är inkluderande och välkomnade för alla, oavsett kön, 
bakgrund eller ålder. Däremot så är det inte så enkelt 
att gestalta en plats som tillfredsställer alla invånare 
eftersom alla har olika åsikter, erfarenheter och behov. 
Att  försöka gestalta en plats som uppfyller vissa 
aspekter, kan i sin tur ha negativa effekter i andra 
avseenden. Ett urbant dilemma definieras som ”två 



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction
Background
Aim and Purpose
Research questions
Delimitation
Method and working process
Terminology

Literature study; Contemporary aspects in 
urban public spaces

Dilemmas of  Urban Public Spaces
The COVID-19 pandemic and its 
consequences in the urban city
Climate change and its consequences in the 
urban city

Analysis Falköping city center and Stora torget
History of  Falköping city center
Falköping – The Good Life vision 
Infrastructure and nodes Falköping city
Green structure Falköping city

Stora Torget
	 Stora torget today’s character
	 Green structure
	 Infrastructure
	 Blue structure
	 Summary

Falköping’s dilemmas in urban public spaces

Design proposal 
Flex Square Stora Torget

Concept
Illustrative plan
Social interaction
Private area
Stormwater management
Different scenarios

	

Discussion
The result, method and working process
The role of  being a landscape architect
Final reflection and future studies

References
Published material
Unpublished material
Figure references
Image references 



INTRODUCTION

The introduction chapter starts with a background that outlines the 
starting point of  the topics I’ve focused on during the process of  writing 
this thesis. The background is based on facts and theories obtained in the 
literature study and also contains a brief  introduction to why I chose to 
work with Stora torget in Falköping.

The introduction chapter also introduces the aim, purpose and my 
research questions. The limitations of  the thesis are also described, as well 
as the method and working process. Finally, terminologies are presented 
where words and expressions used in this thesis are defined.



Background

The year 2020 will be remembered as a year that both 
shook and changed our society completely when the 
COVID-19 pandemic spread and affected people all 
around the world. According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO) COVID-19 is a respiratory 
disease that is caused by the SARS CoV 2 virus and 
has caused millions of  deaths worldwide (WHO 2021).

Studies show that the virus is mainly transmitted via 
droplets when an infected person sneezes, coughs or 
exhales. These droplets are too heavy to be suspended 
in air for long and therefore quickly fall to the ground 
and other surfaces along the way. This means that if  
a person touches a contaminated surface and then 
touches their eyes, nose or mouth, that person stands 
the risk of  being infected. A person also runs the risk 
of  being infected by inhaling the virus through the 
air if  that person is in too close proximity to a person 
infected with the COVID-19 virus (WHO 2021).

Different measures such as lockdowns, closing of  
restaurants, mandatory facemasks in public spaces and 
social distancing are just some of  the restrictions that 
have been implemented around the world in an effort 
to stop the rapidly spreading virus (WHO 2021). Not 
being able to meet with friends and family and socialize 
indoors has put more pressure on well-functioning 
urban public spaces (Riegler & Bylund 2020). 

Riegler and Bylund state that urban public spaces are 

especially important for gatherings of  friends and 
families outside as well as for recreation possibilities. 
On the other hand, the lack of  space and well-designed 
urban public spaces that make social distancing possible 
has become evident and we now have to face the issue 
of  designing urban public spaces that are flexible and 
prepared for similar situations in the future (Riegler & 
Bylund 2020).

Riegler and Bylund state that the COVID-19 pandemic 
is one of  the biggest crises that have happened in 
modern times. Measures and restrictions that would 
have taken months, or even years to accomplish, 
were introduced over a night. In contrast to this, 
climate change has been affecting the world for many 
years through extreme weather, rising sea levels and 
biodiversity loss (IPCC 2018; Riegler & Bylund 2020).

According to Riegler and Bylund, the changing climate 
is just as critical as the COVID-19 pandemic, but instead 
of  causing instant catastrophes, the consequences of  
climate change increase steadily over a long period of  
time. Science indicates that people tend to get used to 
the slowly increasing consequences caused by climate 
change. Riegler and Bylund claim that this is the reason 
why climate change is not taken as seriously as the 
COVID-19 pandemic (Riegler & Bylund 2020).  

Never before in modern times have green urban 
public spaces been as important for both the citizens 
and for the environment (Riegler & Bylund 2020). 
Furthermore, green areas and nature are important 
for both recreation and mental health but due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, these areas must also provide 
people with enough space to practice social distancing. 
The authors indicate that the risk of  pandemics 
becoming more common in the future is not entirely 

unrealistic. Therefore it is crucial to overlook design 
principles for urban public spaces to be able to adapt 
and manage future crises like pandemics and climate 
change (Riegler & Bylund 2020). Many of  these issues 
are relevant for landscape architects to take into 
account in future development and design of  urban 
public spaces.

In 2021, Falköping municipality together with 
Svenska Kyrkan and Sveriges Arkitekter, arranged an 
architectural competition for a design proposal for 
the city center of  Falköping. Falköping municipality 
has a vision of  creating a stronger identity and a 
city center with different functions alongside clear 
green infrastructure and communication programs 
(Falköping kommun 2021).

As mentioned before, urban public spaces have 
proven to be very important during the COVID-19 
pandemic as well as for climate change adaptation. 
Since pandemics are likely to increase in frequency and 
the consequences of  climate change will increase it is 
of  utmost importance that urban public spaces, as well 
as green areas, are accessible and well designed to meet 
the criteria required to manage these problems.

Through literature studies, analysis and design processes 
the aim of  this project, is to create a sustainable and 
robust design for Stora torget in Falköping city center 
that is well adapted and prepared to manage future 
pandemics and climate change. Hopefully this thesis 
and design can inspire future development and design 
of  urban public spaces.
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Aim and Purpose Research questions

A. Aim

The aim of  this master thesis is to create a robust 
and sustainable design proposal for Stora Torget in 
Falköping city center. A robust and sustainable design 
proposal means that it must be prepared for both 
contemporary and future crisis, such as pandemics and 
climate change. 

The aim is to show how the structure on Stora torget 
could be improved and clarified regarding flows and 
circulation patterns. It should be clear which areas 
of  the square that are the most suitable for various 
functions, such as market trade, temporary events, 
outdoor cafés, hangout- and seating areas, artistic 
decoration and other cultural elements. 

The aim is to create a square where everyone is 
supposed to feel welcomed, included and safe. The aim 
is to create a square that can transform depending on 
needs and conditions, and therefore get one step closer 
to a stronger city center. 

The aim is to redesign the square where the historical 
features are strengthened and highlighted, as well as 
to give the square a modern design with a stronger 
identity.

B. Purpose

The purpose of  this master thesis is to discuss the 
need of  awareness of  crisis, such as the COVID-19 
pandemic and climate change, in the design and 
redesign of  urban public spaces.

By creating a design proposal for an existing urban 
public space that is based on the awareness of  
contemporary and future crisis, the purpose is also to 
inspire future design proposals for urban public spaces. 

How to achieve urban robustness while designing 
public spaces, and at the same time, prepare urban 
environments for crises such as the COVID-19 
pandemic and work towards sustainable and climate-
adapted design?

Which urban public dilemmas are the most central in 
Falköping city center and how can the design of  Stora 
torget take these into account?

10Introduction   Literature   Analysis   Deisgn proposal   Discussion



St
. O

lo
fs

ga
ta

n

St. Olofs chruch

Chruch house

Nygatan

Pr
äs

tg
år

ds
ga

ta
n

Kindergarden

La
nd

bo
ga

tan

Trätorget

Köttorget

Stora torget

Storgatan

Ö
ste

rtu
lls

ga
ta

n

Trädgårdsgatan

Do
to

rp
sg

at
an

Stora torget

Central station

Delimitation

This project is based on the design competition 
arranged by the Falköping municipality and Svenska 
Kyrkan together with Sveriges Arkitekter in the spring 
of  2021. The design competition includes four areas; 
Stora torget, Kyrkparken, the connection between 
Stora torget and Kyrkparken and three entrances.

This project will be limited to a design proposal 
focusing on Stora torget together with analyzes of  
relevant areas and surroundings and how they relate 
to Stora torget. It will also analyze how Stora torget 
relates to the rest of  the city.

Within the design competition, the Falköping 
municipality has set up different goals and criteria which 
this project will follow to some extent. Further on, 
additional aspects such as various dilemmas in public 
urban spaces, consequences of  the current COVID-19 
pandemic and climate change are also included.

The literature study is focused on contemporary 
literature and theories, since this thesis focuses on 
contemporary problems caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic and climate change.

Figure 1. Selected area for the design competition and design proposal 
(marked in yellow). Orthophoto: © Lantmäteriet (2019), addition made 
by Josefine Ögren (2021). 

Figure 2. Selected area for the design competition and design proposal. 
Basemap: © Lantmäteriet, additions made by Josefine Ögren (2021). 

The map shows the selected relevant analysis area from the central station 
and Stora torget. The selected area for the design competition is also visible, 
including Stora torget.

Falköping municipality, 
Västergötland county

Sweden

Figure 3. Sverigekarta: 
Copyright © Free Vector 
Maps.com. Additions made 
by: Joseifne Ögren (2021).
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