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One of  many inventing lighting 
initiatives in Stone Town.
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An antiquated dump pipe 
taken over by nature.
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Synthesis Presentation

Traditionally dressed man arranging his vegetables to sell for the day on a typical Swahili bench - Baraza.
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A dhow boat, typical for Zanzibar and Swahili coast, sailing in the sunset from the Stone Town harbour. 
The boats were developed by the Sumerians, arriving in Zanzibar already in 1750 B.C. They had developed 
the skill of  making dhows, a traditional boat type without spikes still used by the fishermen in Zanzibar.

How?

“Can a Lighting Master Plan increase 
the sense of  place attachment and in 
that way enhance a revitalization and 
awareness of  values in Stone Town?”



2 2

C H A L L E N G E

INTRO

1. Development Pressures

(ZSTHS, 2002)

(ZSTHS,
2002)

(ZSTHS, 2002)

2. Environmental Pressures

 (ZSTHS, 2002)

 (ZSTHS, 
2002)

3. Lack of  Awareness and Support

.

 (ZSTHS, 
2002).

Can a Lighting Master Plan contribute?
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The ruins of  an insufficiently
maintained building in Stone Town.
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Target group

DoURP

Stakeholders

Local habitants
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Khoja Ismaili Charitable Musafarkhana.
One of  the 26 Grade 1 listed buildings in 
Stone Town that hold the highest level of
conservation protection.
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Presentation Presentation

Outro

Stone Town had electric street lights already in 1906, even before London. There has however not been 
a structured development. The situation in 2017 shows a jumble of  electric cables in every street corner.
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RESEARCH

The Identity of  Place

Genius Loci

About Site Quality
Om platskvalitet Arkitektur 

Genius loci: Towards a phenomenology 
of  architecture

location general spatial composition
distinctive architectural expression
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This little opening in the Soko Muhogo Street is called Jaws Corner. This is where the locals, mostly men, 
gather and is also oddly where the tourists always come back to when trying to find their way in the winding 
alleys of  Stone Town. The story says that the square got its name from when they once where showing the 
movie “Jaws”  here. Others say that the name comes from all the jaws gossiping about everything between 
heaven and earth, all day long day.
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Theory in landscape 
architecture 

Place Identity

”Place identity is a sub-structure of  a person’s self-
identity, and consists of  knowledge and feelings 
developed through everyday experiences of  physical 
spaces

P L A C E  I D E N T I T Y
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The People’s Palace (Beit al-Sahel) is one of  the most well known buildings in Stone Town and has among 
other buildings contributed to Stone Town’s place on the UNESCO World Heritage. It has throughout the 
times manifested the current rule in Zanzibar. It was originally erected as a home for the Sultan’s family 
members in 1890. It has since then been used as the palace for the Sultans and was after the revolution in 
1964 turned into a government seat. It is today a museum over the history of  Sultans in Zanzibar and has 
been that since 1994.
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Place Attachment

Place Attachment;

P L A C E  I D E N T I T Y

Jaws Corner is a place for small talks as well as 
for debate. The coloured flags for the CUF party 
are still swaying from the lanky palm tree in the 
middle of  the square.
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Scannell and Gifford’s tripartite model of  place attachment (Reprinted but from Journal of  Environmental 
Pschology, 30/1, Scannel L. and Gifford R., Defining place attachment: A tripartite organizing 
framework,1-10, 2010, with permission from Elsevier).

social physical 

Can
a Lighting Master Plan increase the sense of  place 
attachment and in that way enhance a revitalization 
and awareness of  values in Stone Town?”
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What light is Light Design

L I G H T I N G

RESEARCH
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“Architecture is the masterly correct and 
magnificent play of  masses brought together in 
light. Our eyes are made to see forms in light and 
shade reveal these forms”

History of  Lighting in Zanzibar
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Lighting Master Plan

L I G H T I N G
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Many Habitants of  Stone Town seem to think that it was better “before”. It is an understandable argument 
when looking at the problems like this messy network of  cables, which somehow symbolises the current 

situation in Stone Town. The Lighting Master Plan does however want people to look further and see the 
opportunities and possibilities. It will emphasize on the tangible and intangible assets that manifests in the 

architecture and spatialities of  the city to promote a revitalisation and awareness of  the values. 
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EffectsLuminaires

L I G H T I N G
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Semi-Shielding Luminaires Unshielded Luminaires

Fully Shielded Luminaires Spotlight Luminaires
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C A S E  S T U D I E S
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Atturaif, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia  

Toronto Old Town

Souqs
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Souk in Aleppo, Wikmedia Creative Commons
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Stone Town

P L A C E
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REGISTRATIONS

Framework



5 1



5 2

F R A M E W O R K

REGISTRATIONS
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Photo of  an Indian door lock 
in Stone Town. The Lighting 
Master Plan draws its 
inspiration from Stone Town’s 
history and heritage. The grand 
historical events as well as 
the small local attributes thus 
become the key to design. 

Indians in 
Zanzibar

United Republic
of  Tanzania

Until
tomorrow

Zanzibar
Empire

British
Protectorate

Nine Hour
Revolution
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 Portuguese
Empire

1503–1698

Great Former Times

1 7 5 0  B . C . 8 t h c e n t u r y

Shirazi Dynasty
1100-1503

6 t h c e n t u r y 9 t h c e n t u r y 1 1 t h c e n t u r y 1 4 t h c e n t u r y
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 Sultanate of Oman
1698–1856

 Sultanate of 
Zanzibar
1856–1890

 British 
Protectorate

1890–1963

 Republic 
of Zanzibar
1963-1964

 Tanzania
1964–present

Scramble for Africa
1875-1914

WWII 1939-1945

1 9 6 41 9 2 3 1 9 5 81 8 3 0 ’ s

Iron Curtain 1945-1991

1 9 9 4 2 0 0 0 2 0 1 51 6 9 8

(McIntyre, 2009)
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Swahili Culture in Stone Town

Zenj bar

 Just like on 
the East African Coast, 

F R A M E W O R K
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Women in Zanzibar

pindo
mji

jina

Merikani

jina

F R A M E W O R K
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The Jina (markeed in pink on the woman sitting down) 
on the Merikani gives her a voice to speak out in public 
without saying  a single word. Who she is speaking to 

though, can no one know for sure .
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UNESCO World Heritage Site

F R A M E W O R K

Boats mainly used for excursion for tourists floating calmly in the Stone Town harbour awaiting better 
weather. Stone Town has always been dependant on the water and winds. In ancient times it controlled the 
trade, today the tourism. 



Stone Town & UNESCO World Heritage Site
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Stone Town after sunset

I N T E R P R E T A T I O N

REGISTRATIONS
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Too strong illumination, creating great differences between dark and light.
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D I A L O G U E

REGISTRATIONS

The sheha is a local community leader appointed by the government. Mr Mohammed Juma Mugheiry 
has been the sheha for the district (shehia) Mkunazini since 1999 and thinks that the streets are busier 
today. He is focused on solutions and what the government can do to increase overall standards for certain 
groups in the public space. He see that women need better places to cook outdoors and better conditions 
to run smaller vending businesses in the streets. He points out how the car traffic has become worse the 
last 40 years and how they interfere with human in the streets without regulations. “New Mkunazini 
Rd is dangerous when it’s pitch black and no-one can see anything. There are always cars trying to park 
everywhere in the public space”  he says.



6 5

Munira Humouid, The Director of  the organization Reclaim Women’s Space, urges the importance of  
planning for women when ameliorating the public space. The decreasing safety levels in Stone Town concerns 
her and she thinks lighting is important for people to be able to see and look out for each other in the streets. 
She tells many stories of  women’s place in Stone Town and how it has fluctuated depending on the current 
rule (Hamouid, 2017).

In the interview with Mzee Khamis Juma, Head of  Town Planning and Construction, ZUMC, the Urban 
Municipal Council, he pointed out what areas were undertaken and what areas the municipality would urge 
to implement lighting in. He also marked what areas people use and for what range of  activities.
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I D E N T I F I C A T I O N

D E F I N I T I O N

O B S E R V A T I O N

P R O G R A M M E

ANALYSIS
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I D E N T I F I C A T I O N

ANALYSIS

Urban elements

Definition

• The most important in character and function of  
the place to be highlighted.

• Give a picture of  the urban activities that are 
undertaken in the area.
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Space

Landmark

Path

Place

Attribute

Space

“The urban elements used in this 
analysis are slightly modified from 

Lynch’s well known method.  In Stone 
Town they are: Space, Path, Place, 

Landmark and Attribute”
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Spatialities

1. Spaces

Urban Design: 
The Architecture of  Towns and Cities 

Space

2. Paths

D E F I N I T I O N

ANALYSIS
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The narrowness of  the Stone Town alleys diminishes the scale, the barazas outside every home provide 
seating and ceilings can easily be created by hanging up textiles. The Stone Town public living room is just 
outside the door and is a natural part of  the Swahili-culture.
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D E F I N I T I O N

S p a c e P a t h

P l a c e

3. Places

Intimate Outdoor Space
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1. Forodhani (Jamituri) Garden
2. Victoria Garden
3. Hubbard Park
4. Mnazi Mmoja Grounds
5. Vikokotoni
6. Shangani Gardens
7. Jamhuri Gardens
8. Malindi Grounds
9. Peace Memorial Park
10.  Old Fort Park

1.1 Parks & Green Areas 

D E F I N I T I O N
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6. Shangani Gardens

10. Old Fort Park
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8. Malindi Grounds

9. Peace Memorial Park
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1. Forodhani Garden. The trees offers shadow throughout the day and is a quite peaceful place when 
the sun is up. Hanging out in Forodhani garden by night is more of  an experience and a treat for 
the eye. Freshly cooked food, lights and activities going on everywhere. The park wakes up from its 
daytime nap and starts to live. What if  light design could activate the rest of  the relatively dark 
city in the same way?
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Photo: Wikimedia commons
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4. Landmarks

12. The Market

D E F I N I T I O N

Edifices
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14. Old Fort
15. Tembo House
16. Former British Consulate
17. Mambo Msiige
18. Kilosa House
19. St Joseph’s Cathedral
20. The Hamamni Persian Bath
21. The Angelican Cathedral
22. The Tippu Tip House
23. The High Court Building
24. State House
25. Mnazi Mmoja Hospital 
26. The Peace Memorial Museum

1. The Malindi Mnara Mosque 
2. The Old Dispensary 
3. Kjoha Ismailil Charitable Musafarkhana 
4. The Bharmal Building
5. Royal Tombs
6. People’s Palace
7. Royal Baths
8. The Hindu Temple
9. Aga Khan Mosque
10. Minaret of  the Shia Ithnasheri Mosque
11. Darajani Chawls (Indian Bazaar)
12. The Market
13. House of  Wonder (Beit al-Ajaib)
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The Sea Front Landmarks provide a perfect setting for reflections in the ocean in the night.
Photo: Wikimedia commons.
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Religious buildings

The Malindi Mosque The Hindu Temple

The Angelican Church
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5. Architectural Attributes

D E F I N I T I O N
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One of  the 13 passages, found just behind Old Fort, which can be seen in the background. The men 
are walking in the street, where are the women?
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The doorways marks an opening to a semi-public place. The carving of  doors and doorways is a 
local craftmanship that is still performed in Stone Town today.
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5.1 Doors

D E F I N I T I O N

The trader Tippu Tip was a feared and well-known slave trader in Zanzibar. His wealth shows 
well on the door of  his house.
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Decorative wooden carvings, usually derived from Indian models, are found throughout Stone Town.
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5.2 Balconies

D E F I N I T I O N
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Many beautiful details are to be found in Stone Town. Balcony grids, has great pattern designs which 
can serve as inspiration for lighting design. By using already existing features, the design proposal will 
harmonize with the environment and tie on to the identity of  the place. 
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5.3 Barazas

D E F I N I T I O N
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Stairways and barazas are often combined, making the entrance of  the family store or home become a place 
where private and public merge.  The line between public and private is blurred out in the semi-private 

space of  the baraza. 
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G r e e n  m e e t i n g  n o d e

L o w  k e y  a c t i v i t y  n o d e L o w  p a c e  p a t h s

H i g h  k e y  a c t i v i t y  n o d e H i g h  p a c e  p a t h s

D e t a i l e d  a c t i v i t y 
o b s e r v a t i o n  o f :

Social Analysis

O B S E R V A T I O N
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Trading at the market - High Key Activity Node

Sports and Play at the Sea Front- High  Key Activity Node

Activities
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Fishing at the Sea Front - Low Key Activity Node

Gathering at Jaws Corner- Low Key Activity Node
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PRESENTATION
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Potential illumination of  House of  Wonders to enhance the impression and point of  orientation of  the landmark

S T R A T E G Y

G U I D E L I N E S

A P P L I C A T I O N

PRESENTATION
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ZANZIBAR NIGHT LIGHT

LIGHTING STRATEGY

Stone Town
Mji Mkongwe

H O W  T O  R E A D  T H E  M A S T E R  L I G H T I N G  P L A N 

A S  A  T O O L  F O R  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N
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ZANZIBAR NIGHT LIGHT

GUIDELINES FOR 

Spaces

ZANZIBAR NIGHT LIGHT

GUIDELINES FOR

Paths

ZANZIBAR NIGHT LIGHT

GUIDELINES FOR

Places

ZANZIBAR NIGHT LIGHT

GUIDELINES FOR 

Landmarks

ZANZIBAR NIGHT LIGHT

GUIDELINES FOR 

Attributes

ZANZIBAR NIGHT LIGHT

APPLICATION 

New Mkunazini Rd.

ZANZIBAR NIGHT LIGHT

APPLICATION

Soko Muhogo St.

ZANZIBAR NIGHT LIGHT

APPLICATION 

Jaws Corner

ZANZIBAR NIGHT LIGHT

APPLICATION  

Old Fort

ZANZIBAR NIGHT LIGHT

APPLICATION 

Doors of  Stone Town
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S T R A T E G Y

PRESENTATION

WHY?
Strategy 

Zanzibar Night Light.
Strategy

why

Zanzibar Night Light

Introduction

Today

Aim

Lighting
Master Plan
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6 Strategical Measures

1. Strengthen the place identity and thereby the place attachment

2. Increase the level of  Safety

3. Facilitate orientation

4. Aim for sustainability

5. Investigate how security levels might increase with lighter environments

6. Preserve heritage to influence the future development
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S T R A T E G Y

PRESENTATION
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PRESENTATION

WHAT?

Guidelines what

Guidelines

Place

G U I D E L I N E S
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Additional lighting might change the 
outcome of  the social/activity analysis 
done for the Lighting Master Plan, why  a 
test lighting period should be conducted 
for every site that is planned to be lit up. A 

careful analysis of  the preconceptions and 
lighting needs of  the specific site is then 
recommended for the possibility to adjust 
eventual consequences before permanent 
installations are applied.

The quotidian presence of  religion is one of  Zanzibar’s most intangible values.
Traditionally dressed Muslims are a common sight. The stunning surroundings offers a excellent moment 
to watch the sunset before attending Ramadan evening prayers and then breaking the fast.
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Spaces Lighting

Mineralised Space

G U I D E L I N E S
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Mineralised Spaces
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Space Lighting

Green Space

G U I D E L I N E S
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Green Spaces
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Path Lighting

G U I D E L I N E S
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Streets Roads
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Place Lighting

G U I D E L I N E S



1 2 1



1 2 2

Landmarks Lighting

G U I D E L I N E S
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Landmarks
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Attribute Lighting

G U I D E L I N E S
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Attributes
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A P P L I C A T I O N

PRESENTATION

HOW?
Application

Zanzibar Night Light
how

strategy guidelines

Space - New Mkunazini Rd

Path - Soko Muhogo

Place - Jaws Corner

Landmark - Old Fort

Attribute - Doors
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Motivation

T h e  H e r i t a g e  o f  T r a d eT h e D h o w  S a i l s

W o m e n ’ s V o i c eTT hTTT hT hT hT hTTTTTTT hTTTTTTTTT hT hhTT eeeeee MMM eM eM eM eM eMMM eeeeeeeeeM eeeeeMMM eeMM r iirr ir iiirr irrrr k ak ak akkkkk ak akkk aak ak ak aa n in iiin in in iiiin in iin in in in iiiin in iin iinnnn innnnnnnn iiiii

W h a t  O n c e  W a sF o o t p r i n t s  f r o m  t h e  p ap a s t
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Component
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Wikimedia Commons/Marc Ryckaert
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A P P L I C A T I O N

A t t r i b u t e s

S p a c eP a t h

P l a c e

L a n d m a r k

S o k o  M u h o g o  S t .

J a w s  C o r n e r

O l d  F o r t

D o o r s

N e w  M k u n a z i n i  R d .
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S p o t l i g h t e d  p a t t e r n s  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e
a r c h i t e c t u r e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  s p a c e

U p - l i g h t i n g  t o  e m p h a s i z e
v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  h i g h l i g h t  f o l i a g e

New Mkunazini Road

S P A C E

C o m p o n e n t
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D e t a i l e d  b l u e  a c c e n t  l i g h t i n g  o n  o p e n  w a t e r
r e s e r v o i r s  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e 
f o r  S t o n e  T o w n ’ s  e a r l y  d e v e l o p m e n t
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NEW MKUNAZINI ROAD
T h e  M u l t i f a c e t e d  C u l t u r e
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D h o w  s a i l - l i k e  w e a t h e r  p r o t e c t i o n s  t o  s h e l t e r
f r o m  r a i n  a n d  s u n  a n d  t o  r e f l e c t  f a i r y  l i g h t  i n  t h e  n i g h t

Soko Muhogo St.

Souq

P A T H

C o m p o n e n t
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W i r e  m o u n t e d  s e m i - s h i e l d e d  d o w n - l i g h t i n g  t o
p r o v i d e  a n  e v e n l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  l i g h t i n g  w i t h  n o  r u p t u r e

U n s h i e l d e d  F a i r y  L i g h t  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  a 
S o u q  a n d  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t r a d e  i n  Z a n z i b a r
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SOKO MUHOGO STREET
T h e  H e r i t a g e  o f  T r a d e
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Jaws Corner

P L A C E

C o m p o n e n t
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G o b o  l i g h t i n g  i n  s h a p e s  t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  a 
p l a c e ,  s i t e  s p e c i f i c  o r n a m e n t  o r  d e t a i l .

T h e  e x i s t i n g  p a l m  t r e e  i n  p r o v i d e d  w i t h 
g r e e n  u p  l i g h t i n g  t o  e n h a n c e  i t s  c o l o u r

A  t e x t  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  f e m a l e  d r e s s i n g 
g a r m e n t  m e r i k a n i  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t h e 
p l a c e  w i t h  a  s a y i n g 

T h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  b a r a z a s  a r e  f u r n i s h e d 
w i t h  f u l l y  s h i e l d e d  d o w n  l i g h t i n g  t o 
e n h a n c e  t h e  c o f f e e  h o u s e  f e e l i n g .
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T h e  b o r d e r  o f  t h e  m e r i k a n i 
i s  a p p l i e d  o n  t h e  p l a c e 
a n d  g i v e n  a  c o l o u r  t h a t 
h a r m o n i s e s  w i t h  t h e  p l a c e
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JAWS CORNER
W o m e n ’ s  V o i c e
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Old Fort

L A N D M A R K

C o m p o n e n t
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A e r o n a u t i c a l  g r o u n d  l i g h t i n g  t o  s h o w 
w h e r e  t h e  6 t h  t o w e r  o n c e  w a s  s i t u a t e d

P o l e  m o u n t e d  f l o o d  l i g h t i n g  f r o m  t h e 
r o a d  c r e a t e  s h a d o w s  f r o m  t h e  p a l m  t r e e s

T h e  p a l m  t r e e s  f o l i a g e  i s  e n l i g h t e n e d 
w i t h  s o f t  g r e e n  u p - l i g h t i n g

G r a z i n g  l i g h t  o n  t h e  r o u g h l y  t e x t u r e d  w a l l s
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OLD FORT
W h a t  o n c e  w a s
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Doors of  Stone Town

A T T R I B U T E S

C o m p o n e n t
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DOORS OF STONE TOWN
O u t s t a n d i n g  u n i v e r s a l  v a l u e
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OUTRO
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D I S C U S S I O N

C O N C L U S I O N

R E F L E C T I O N

E P I L O G U E

A P P E N D I C E S

R E F E R E N C E S

OUTRO
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D I S C U S S I O N

OUTRO

“Can a Lighting Master Plan increase the sense 
of  place attachment and in that way enhance a 
revitalization and awareness of  values in Stone 
Town?”

Strategy, Guidelines
Application

Background 

Methodology
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heritage enhancing addition

infrastructural layer 

Analysis

Can a Lighting Master Plan increase 
the sense of  place attachment and in that way 
enhance a revitalization and awareness of  values 
in Stone Town?”
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Dialogues
Challenges 

think

Beneficiaries

what

Proposal
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C O N C L U S I O N

OUTRO

 Zanzibar Night Light 

Zanzibar Night Light
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Project Personal

R E F L E C T I O N

OUTRO



1 5 8Lighting xample of  the orphanage house car tunnel and example of  door application.
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E P I L O G U E

OUTRO
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A P P E N D I C E S

OUTRO
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A P P E N D I X  A  -  L I G H T I N G

Lighting effects

Light
& Room

Zanzibar Night Light

OUTRO
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Semi-Shielded Down Lighting Wired Fully Shielded Down Lighting
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Up-lighting Spread Lighting (Bollard lighting)
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Aeronautical ground light Fairy Light
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Flood LightGrazing
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Accent Lighting Gobo Lighting
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History
Early times

Shirazi/Swahili

A P P E N D I X  B  -  F R A M E W O R K
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Portuguese

Omani

Slaves in the Stone Town slave market. Ivory, cloves 
and slaves were the three pillars on which the Omani 
empire and Zanzibar economy rested. Photo by: 
Bojan Brecelj/Corbis.
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Indians in Zanzibar

Zanzibar Empire

Scrambled for Africa

A lock made in India on a Stone 
Town door. The Indians who came to 
Stone Town were usually merchants 
and came for business. 
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N a t i v e  s p e a k e r s

O f f i c i a l  l a n g u a g e

C o m m o n  s e c o n d  l a n g u a g e

British Protectorate
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The Nine Hour Revolution

Zanzibar; a study in tropical town planning. Lanchaster, 1923. Stone Town is divided according to race 
and the water filled creek is clearly visible.
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United Republic of  Tanzania

Footprints in the sand of  Zanzibar reminding of  something that once happened.
Just like the urban tissue of  Stone Town.
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Illustrations
If  nothing else is stated, all images and illustrations 
are original by Freija Carlstén

Reprint from Journal of  Environmental Pschology, 

Souk in Aleppo, 

photo of  Forodhani Garden, 

Panorama of  Stone Town

Sailing Dhow boats, Meriaknis
in staples,

Photo of  picture of  slaves in Zanzibar,

Maps
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